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Celebrating the eightieth birthday of Professor Peter Sitte

Peter Sitte was born on December 8, 1929, in
Innsbruck (Austria), where he grew up and after the
war studied biology, chemistry, physics and philoso-
phy, finishing his studies in 1954 with a PhD degree.
From 1959 to 1965 he was associate professor at
the University of Heidelberg (Germany). From time
to time he worked as visiting professor in Sweden, in
the United States of America and in Austria. From
1966 to 1995 he was appointed full professor of cell
biology at the University of Freiburg (Germany).

The main fields of his research and theoretical
interests were:

1. Fine structure of plant cells (techniques and
methods in light, polarizing, and electron mi-
croscopy; structure of cell walls, particularly
those of spores and pollen grains and of sub-
erinised cells; general ultrastructure of plant cells;

development and fine structure of plastids, especially chromoplasts and gerontoplasts;

studies on the molecular structure and function of intracellular membranes).

2. Cytosymbiosis (general organisation of the eucytes as a consequence of endosymbiosis —
cells in cells; in this connection, intense investigation of genomes and nucleic acids in
cryptomonads; the significance of cytosymbiosis in cell evolution. For some years, Sitte led
a German research program on endocytobiotic systems).

3. Bioesthetics (the beauty of organisms; symmetry in plants, phyllotaxis; symmetry in nature
and art; esthetics as a basic value in education and philosophy).

4. Philosophical and social aspects of natural sciences (the historical development of cell re-
search and the golden age of cell biology; the evolution of evolution theory; natural sci-
ences and humanities in the evolution of culture; the seeming but not real contradiction of
religious belief and evolution theory; biology as a key science in modern society: biology
as the science of the century).

Peter Sitte is author, coauthor, editor and coeditor of many important books and journals,
among them the books »Bau und Feinbau der Pflanzenzelle« (Structure and Fine Structure of
the Plant Cell), 1965; together with Hans Mohr: »Molekulare Grundlagen der Entwicklung*
(Molecular Fundaments of Development) 1971; with G. C. Hirsch and H. Ruska: »Grund-
lagen der Cytologie« (Fundamental Principles of Cytology) 1973; with Hans Kleinig:
»Zellbiologie — ein Lehrbuch« (Cell Biology — a Textbook), three editions in 1984, 1986
and 1992; with three and four coauthors respectively: »Strasburger — Lehrbuch der Botanik«
(Strasburger's Textbook of Botany), three editions, 1991, 1998, 2002 (35lh edition). With this
extraordinary work Sitte earned a great reputation, not only as an author but also as the lead-
ing editor, being the primus inter pares among his colleagues.
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He also edited »Horizonte der Biologie« (Horizons of Biology) 1993; he was editor of the
interesting book »Jahrhundertwissenschaft Biologie« (Biology as the Science of the Cen-
tury) 1999. From 1971 to 1983 he was editor in chief of the popular journal »Biologie in
unserer Zeit« (Biology in our Time).

For certain periods of time, he also acted as president of various German scientific societies
(Elektronenmikroskopie, Zellbiologie; Gesellschaft Deutscher Naturforscher und Arzte).

Sitte is a member of the Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher LEOPOLDINA, as well
as of the Academies in Gottingen and Vienna. For some years he was a member of the Aca-
demic Council of the Humboldt Society. He received some awards among them the Schlei-
den-Medaille, the Miescher-Ishida Award, the Oken Medaille and the Treviranus-Medaille
of the VBIOL. He became doctor honoris causa of Natural Sciences of the University of
Salzburg, and he is honorary member of the German Botanical Society.

Professor Sitte is well known as a very kind and helpful personality who always is willing
to assist and to support his colleagues and students.

In this regard the Croatian botanists and biologists are very much in his debt, and wish to
express their sincere thanks for the great help Professor Sitte has given them ever since 1955
by sending papers, books, journals (e.g. many volumes of the journal »Biologie in unserer
Zeit«), giving them hospitality in his laboratories and helping them by direct advice and sugges-
tions.

On this important birthday, we wish him good health, much vital strength and in general all
the best for him to continue in his enjoyment of life, a life that he has devoted thoroughly to
the biology and natural sciences as well as to the arts and to the piano, on which he is an im-
passioned performer.

In the name of all our Croatian colleagues and the Editorial Board of the Acta Botanica
Croatica,

Zvonimir Devidé
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